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This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings, of claim 5 in the abdication: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. Canceled 

2. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein step comprises he steps of; 

(a) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant com| uter an or ier for the 
product or service; 

(b) transmitting from the merchant computer to ths billing computer 
infonnation relating to the order; 

(c) transmitting from the billing computer to the m^.rchant cimputer a 
transaction identification code; and 

(d) transmitting from the merchant computer to the consimer the transaction 
identification code. 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of cl^m 1, wherein step (1) compri ie$ the step >s of: 

(a) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant an on .er for the product or 
service; and 

(b) transmitting from the merchant computer to the coi sumer a transaction 
identification code. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1. wherein step (1) ccmprises tlie step of 
transmitting from the consumer to the billing computer an order for the prod ict or scrv cc. 

5. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4, wherein steps (1) and ( i) conrbined into 
one transmission. 
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6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , further comprising, prio ' to step (2 ), the step 
of transmitting from the billing computer to the consumer a description of tin : transactic ^n, 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (3) compri; es the steps of; 

(a) transmitting an authorization request to a consumer hi ling autho ity; and 

(b) receiving an authorization response from the consume billing av thority. 

8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the authorizati :>n code cc-mprises a 
billing account identifier. 

9. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 8, wherein the author zation cole further 
comprises a PIN. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, wherein: 

the PIN is associated with a predetermined restriction for the ■ jonsumer; and 
wherein step (3) includes the step of considering the predeten iined restj ictior . 

11. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein step (4) amprises tlie step of 
delivering the product or service to the consumer, 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein step (4) fuithi compris ;s the step 
of transmitting from the merchant computer to the billing computer an acl nowledgn ent of the 
delivery of the product or service indicating the status of the delivery, 

13. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, further comprising the step of cl: arging the 
transaction to the consumer billing account only if the delivery acknowlecgment indicates that 
the delivery of the product or service was successful, 

1 4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (4) compri ies the ste is of: 
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(a) transmitting from the consumer to the billing compi ter a first consumer 
identifier; 

(b) transmitting from the billing computer to the mercha it comput»T the first 
consumer identifier; 

(c) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant computer an order 
fulfillment request and a second consumer identifier; 

(d) comparing the first consumer identifier and tht second consumer 
identifier; and 

(e) delivering the product or service to the consumer i ' the first consumer 
identifier matches the second consumer identifier. 

15, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein step (4) compri :es the stq)s of: 

(a) transmitting from the consumer to the billing compiler a first consnmer 
identifier; 

(b) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant computer an order 
fulfillment request and a second consumer identifier; 

(c) transmitting from the merchant computer to the billing computer a 
fulfillment approval request and the second consumer identifier; 

(d) comparing the first consumer identifier and tht second consumer 
identifier; 

(e) if the first consumer identifier matches the second consumer identifier, 
transmitting from the billing computer to the merchant computer a fulfillment approval 
response indicating approval to fulfill the transaction, and otheiwise transmitting a 
fulfillment approval response indicating denial to fulfill the transactic n; and 
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(f) delivering the product or service to the consume- if the J ulfiUment 
approval response indicates approval to fulfill the transaction, 

16. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14 or IS, wherein the firsi consume! identifier 
and the second consumer identifier identify only the consnmer's connect on to the computer 
network. 

17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14 or 15, wherein the firsi consumei idennfier 
and the second consumer identifier comprise a digital certificate. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction betveen a coisumer, a 
merchant computer, and a billing computer connected together over a computer netv/ork, 
wherein the consumer purchases a product or service from the merchant o mputer h] • charging 
the value of the product or service to a consumer billing account, the me iiod comprising the 
steps of: 

(1) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant computer an or ler for the 
product or service; 

(2) transmitting from the merchant computer to thi billing computer 
information relating to the order; 

(3) transmitting from the billing computer to the merchant ccmputer a 
transaction identification code; 

(4) transmitting from the merchant computer to the cons imer the transaction 
identification code; 

(5) transmitting from the billing computer to the consume : a descrip tion of the 
transaction; 
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(6) transmitting from the consumer to the billing compvter an aut lorization 
code for the transaction comprising a billing account identifier aid a first consxuner 
identifier; 

(7) the billing computer determining whether to approv ^ the tran: action by 
considering the authorization code; 

(8) transmitting from the billing computer to the merchant computer the first 
consumer identifier; 

(9) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant computer an order 
fulfillment request and a second consumer identifier; 

(10) comparing the first consumer identifier and the second consumer 
identifier; and 

(1 1) delivering the product from the merchant computer tc the consi mer if the 
billing computer approves the transaction and the first consimier icentifier raatcheis the 
second consumer identifier; and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information identifying the consumer 
billing account 

19. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction betv een a co isomer, a 
merchant computer, and a billing computer connected together over a computei networic, 
wherein the consumer purchases a product or service fcom the merchant c-)mputer by charging 
the value of the product or service to a consumer billing account, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

(1) transmitting from the consumer to the merchant comi uter an or ler for the 
product or service; 
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(2) transmitting from the merchant computer to th'; billing computer 
information relating to the order; 

(3) transmitting from the billing computer to the m^TChant ccmputer a 
transaction identification code; 

(4) transmitting from the merchant computer to the consMmer the transaction 
identification code; 

(5) transmitting from the billing computer to the consume ■ a descrip ion of the 
transaction; 

(6) transmitting from the consxmier to the billing compi ter an authorization 
code for the transaction comprising a billing account identifier aid a first consumer 
identifier; 

(7) the billing computer determining whether to appro\ ; the transaction by 
considering the authorization code; 

(8) transmitting from the consinner to the merchant computer an order 
fulfillment request and a second consumer identifier; 

(9) transmitting from the merchant computer to the billing computer a 
fiilfiUment approval request and the second consumer identifier; 

(10) comparing the first consumer identifier and tht second consumer 
identifier, 

(11) transmitting fix)m the billing computer to the m:rchant c<>mpulier a 
fiilfillment approval response indicating approval to fiilfill the tnnsaction if the first 
consumer identifier matches the second consumer identifier, and denial to fulfill the 
transaction otherwise; and 
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(12) delivering the product or service to the consumer if he billiag computer 
approves the transaction and the fulfillment approval response ii dicates ajproval to 
fulfill the transaction; and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information ident fying the consumer 
billing accoxint, 

20. Canceled 

21. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a multipl city of trinsacxions 
between a consumer, at least one merchant computer, and a billing compute : connected together 
over a computer network, wherein each transaction is for a product or servi :e that the consumer 
purchases usin^ fteei-one of the at least one merchant computers, the methoc comprising: 

(a) aggregating a multiplicity of transactions that involve he consur ler; and 

(b) upon the occurrence of a specified event charging the jggregated 
multiplicity of transactions to a consumer billing account upon -h e ooourr^noo of a 
spccifiod Qvont and incurring from a consumer billing authority a processing fee 
corresponding to the multiplicity of transactions . 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , further comj rising the steps of: 

(c) directly charging those of the multiplicity of tra isactions that neet 
predetermined criteria to the consumer billing account; and 

(d) performing (a) and (b) for those of the multiplicity ol transactic ns that do 
not meet the predetermined criteria 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, fimher comj rising the steps of: 
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obtaining fi-om the consumer billing authority a pre-authoi tzation that pennits 
charging a predetermined amount to the consvmier billing account 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , further comf rising the jteps of: 
obtaining from the consumer billing authority a pre-authoi ization tbvt permits 

charging a predetermined amount to the consumer billing account 

25. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a merchant computer 
connected by a computer network to a consumer and a billing compmer> w-ierein the consumer 
purchases a product or service from the merchant computer by charging the value of tlie product 
or service to a consumer billing account, the method comprising the steps of 

( 1 ) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an approval indication for the transactitn from tie billing 
computer; and 

(3) fulfilling the transaction if the billing computer appr')ves the tiansaction; 

and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information idem :fying the consumer 
billing account 

26- (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein step (1 ) comp? ises the sfr ;ps of: 

(a) receiving an order for the product or service from the ;onsumer; 

(b) transmitting information relating to the order to the bLi ling comp iter; 

(c) receiving a transaction identification code from the bij Img comp iter; tnd 

(d) transmitting the transaction identification code to the ( onsumer, 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein step (1) comp ises the st;ps of: 
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(a) receiving an order for the product or service from the i onsumer; ind 

(b) transmitting a transaction identification code to the C03 isuiner. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein step (3) ccmprises t)ie step of 
delivering the product or service to the consumer. 

29. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 28, wherein step (3) furthc r compris. ;s the step 
of transmitting to the billing computer an acknowledgment of the deliveiy of the ]>T0duct or 
service indicating the status of the delivery. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein step (3) compi ises the st< ;ps of; 

(a) receiving a first consumer identifier from the billing C' >mputer; 

(b) receiving an order fulfillment request and a second consumei identifier 
firom the consumer; 

(c) comparing the first consumer identifier and th< second consumer 
identifier, and 

(d) delivering the product or service to the consumer only if the first consumer 
identifier matches the second consumer identifier. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein step (3) compi ises the st sps of: 

(a) receiving an order fiilfillment request and a consume r identifier fi^m the 
consumer; 

(b) transmitting to the billing computer a fulfillment app: oval requi;st and the 
consumer identifier; 

(c) receiving a fulfillment approval response fi-om the bill ing compi ter; aid 
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(d) delivering the product or service to the consume* if the ialfiUment 
approval response indicates approval to fulfill the transaction. 

32. (Withdravm) A method of conducting a transaction at a merchant computer 
connected by a computer network to a consumer and a billing computer, Mfierein the consumer 
purchases a product or service ftom the merchant computer by charging the value of tiie product 
or service to a consumer billing account, the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving an approval indication for the transaction from tie billing 
computer; 

(2) fulfilling the transaction if the billing computer approves the tiansaction; 

and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information idem ifying the consumer 
billing account 

33, (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a merchant computer 
connected by a computer network to a consumer and a billing computer, w herein the consumer 
purchases a product or service from the merchant computer by charging the value of tl le prc-duct 
or service to a consumer billing account, the method comprising the steps of 

(1 ) receiving an order for the product or service from the > lonsumer; 

(2) transmitting information relating to the order to the bil ling comp iter; 

(3) receiving a transaction identification code from the bil ling comp rter; 

(4) transmitting the transaction identification code to the t onsumer; 

(5) receiving an approval indication for the transaction . uad a first consumer 
identifier fix)m the billing computer^ 
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(6) receiving an order fulfillment request and a second consumer identifier 

from the consumer; 

(7) comparing the first coxxsumer identifier and the second consumer 
identifier; and 

(8) delivering the product to the consumer if the billing computei approves 
the transaction and the first consumer identifier matches the second consumer identifier; 
and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information ideni .fying the consmner 
billing account, 

34. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a merchant computer 
connected by a computer network to a consumer and a billing computer, w herein the cotisumer 
wishes to purchase a product or service fix)m the merchant computer by chai ging the v due of the 
product or service to a consumer billing account, the method comprising the steps of. 



(1) receiving an order for the product or service from the consumer; 

(2) transmitting information relating to the order to the bi ling comp ater; 

(3) receiving a transaction identification code from the bil ling comp iter; 

(4) transmitting the transaction identification code to the c onsumer; 

(5) receiving an approval indication for the transaction fix>m ihe billing 



(7) transmitting a fiilfillment approval request and the c msumer ic entifier to 
the billing computer; 



computer. 



(6) 



receiving an order fiilfillment request and a consumtr identifier from the 



consumer; 
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(8) receiving a fulfillment approval response from the bill ng compu .er; 

(9) delivering the product or service to the consumer if he billing computer 
approves the transaction and the fulfillment approval response irdicates ajproval to 
fulfill the transaction; and 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive infomiation ident fying the consumer 
billing account. 

35. (Withdrawn) A merchant computer cormected by a computer net\/ork to a 
consumer and a billing computer, comprising: 

a network interface for comiecting to the computer network; a ad 
a controller for conducting a transaction with the consumer, v herein the controller 
conducts the transaction with the consumer upon receiving ar ^proval :ode from 
the billing computer, 

wherein the merchant computer does not receive information idem ifying the consnmer 
billing account 

36. (Withdrawn) The merchant computer of claim 35, fiither con prising a 
transaction memory for storing transaction information from the billing comi mter, 

37. (Withdrawn) The merchant computer of claim 35, fulher corrprising a 
comparator for comparing consumer identifiers one received from the cor sumer anc a second 
one received from the billing computer. 

38. (Withdrawn) The merchant computer of claim 35, wherein th- ; controlle ■ performs 
the steps of: 

( 1 ) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 
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(2) receiving an approval indication for the transacticn from tie biQing 
computer; and 

(3) fulfilling the transaction if the billing computer appro\ es the tran sacticn. 

39. (Withdrawn) The merchant computer of claim 36, wherein tht controllej performs 
the steps of: 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) storing information about the transaction in the transac tion mem* »ry; 

(3) receiving an approval indication for the transacti<n from tie billing 
computer; 

(4) storing the approval in the transaction memory; and 

(5) fulfilling the transaction if the billing computer approves the trar saction. 

40, (Withdrawn) The merchant computer of claim 37, wherein thi ; controlle ' performs 
the steps of: 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an approval indication for the transaction from llie billing 
computer; 

(3) receiving a first consumer identifier from the billing c )mputer; 

(4) receiving an order fulfilknent request and a second consumei identifier 
from the consumer; 

(5) comparing the first consumer identifier and the secom . consume - identifier 
using the comparator; and 
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(6) delivering the product or service to the consumer if he billing computer 
approves the transaction and the first consumer identifier matches t le second consumer 
identifier. 

41. Canceled 

42. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41, wherein step (1) compi ises the steps of: 

(a) receiving from the merchant computer information re ating to an order for 
the product or service placed by the consumer; and 

(b) transmitting to the merchant computer a transaction id intificatioo i code. 

43. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41, wherein step (1) ccmprises tlie step of 
receiving an order for the product or service from the consumer. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 43, wherein steps (1) and (2) occur 
substantially simuhaneously. 

45. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41, further compri$ing5 t trior to st<tp (2), the 
step of transmitting to the consumer a description of the transaction. 

46. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4 1 , wherein step (3) comp3 ises the st :ps of: 

(a) transmitting an authorization request to the consim-er billing authcirity; 

and 

(b) receiving an authorization response from the consume ■ billing ai thority. 

47. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 , wherein the autfaorizat on code C( )mpri5es a 
billing account identifier. 
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48. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 47, wherein the author zation co le further 
comprises a PIN. 

49. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 48^ wherein: 

the PIN is associated with a predetermined restriction for the * onsumer; and 
the step of determining whether to approve the transact: Dn fiirthe] includes 
considering the predetermined restriction, 

50. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41, wherein step (5) cc mprises tie step of 
receiving from the merchant computer an acknowledgment that the merchan : compute! delivered 
the product or service to the consumer and indicating the status of the deliver y. 

5 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 50, further comprising the step of charging the 
transaction to the consumer billing account only if the delivery acknowledgment indicates that 
the delivery of the product or service was successful. 

52. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 , wherein step (5) compi ises the st -ps of: 

(a) receiving a consumer identifier from the consumer; ar i 

(b) transmitting the consumer identifier to the merchant c* »mputer, 

53. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4 1 , wherein step (5) comp3 ises the si ^ps of: 

(a) receiving from the consumer a first consumer identifie r; 

(b) receiving from the merchant computer a fulfillment aj proval rec uest and a 
second consumer identifier; 

(c) comparing the first consumer identifier and tht second consxmier 
identifier, and 
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(d) if the first consumer identifier matches the second :onsumer identifier, 
trar>smitting to the merchant computer a fulfillment approval response Indicating 
approval to fulfill the transaction, and otherwise transmitting a ulfilbneni approval 
response indicating denial to fulfill the transaction. 

54, (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a billing computer 
connected to a computer network, wherein a consimier purchases a product or service from a 
merchant computer by charging the value of the product or service to a consi mer billing accoimt, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving an authorization code from the Cnnsumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(2) determining whether to ^prove the transaction oy consicering the 
authorization code; 

(3) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to thi merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

(4) fulfilling the transaction if the transaction is approved: and 

wherein the billing computer does not transmit information ident fying the consumer 
billing account to the merchant computer. 

55. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a billing computer 
connected to a computer network, wherein a consumer purchases a produ:t or service from a 
merchant computer by charging the value of the product or service to a consi imer billing account, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving from the merchant computer information re ating to aii order for 
the product or service placed by the consumer; 
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(2) transmitting to the merchant computer a transaction iAjntificatiojt code; 

(3) transmitting to the consumer a description of the trans; tction; 

(4) receiving from the consumer an authorization code for the transaction 
comprising a billing account identifier and a consumer identifier; 

(5) determining whether to approve the transaction :>y consicering the 
authorization code; 

(6) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to tht merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

(7) transmitting to the merchant computer the consumer ic .entifier; a id 
wherein the billing computer does not transmit information ident fying the consumer 

billing account to the merchant computer, 

56. (Withdrawn) A method of conducting a transaction at a billing computer 
connected to a computer network, wherein a consumer purchases a produ :t or servi ce from a 
merchant computer by charging the value of the product or service to a consi oner billin g account, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving from the merchant computer information re ating to aii order for 
the product or service placed by the consumer; 

(2) transmitting to the merchant computer a transaction id intificatio i code; 

(3) transmitting to the consumer a description of the trans action; 

(4) receiving from the consimier an authorization codt for the transaction 
comprising a billing account identifier and a first consumer identifier . 

(5) determining whether to approve the transaction by considering the 
authorization code; 
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(6) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to the merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

(7) receiving from the merchant computer a fulfillment ap proval req aest and a 
second consumer identifier; 

(8) comparing the first consumer identifier and the second cons\tmer 
identifier; 

(9) transmitting to the merchant computer a fulfillmen: approval response 
indicating approval to fulfill the transaction if the first consumer ic entificr m itches the 
second consumer identifier, and denial to fulfill the transaction other /ise; and 
wherein the billing computer does not transmit information ident fying the consumer 

billing account to the merchant computer. 

57, Canceled 

58. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a muitipl city of trmsactions 
between a consumer and at least one merchant computer at a billing compute r, wherein : 

the consumer, the at least one merchant computer, and the billing computer are 
connected together over a computer network; 

each transaction is for a product or service that the consul ner purch ises using 
fix t ma t least one merchant computer; and 

the method comprises the step of conducting each of the multplicity of 
transactiorxs according to a method that comprises: 

( 1 ) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an authorization code fix?m the cmsumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 
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(3) determining whether to approve the transaction considering the 
authorization code; 

(4) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to the merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

(5) fulfillin g t he transaction if th e tronsaotion io approv e d; 

(5_€) aggregating the multiplicity of transactions; and 

(6?) upon the occurrence of a specified event chargjig the eggregated 
multiplicity of transactions to a consimier billing account upea-^ ho ooourrinoe of o 
Dpooifi e d e v e nt and incurring from a consumer billing authorit>r a processing fee 
corresponding to the multiplicity of transactions: 

wherein the billing computer does not transmit infomxation ident fying the consumer 
billing account to the merchant computer. 

59. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a multipl city of tr msactions 
between a consimier and at least one merchant computer at a billing compute r, wherein 

the consumer, the at least one merchant computer, and the billing conpute.: are 
connected together over a computer network; 

each transaction is for a product or service that the consuiier purchrises using 
from at least one merchant computer; and 

the method comprises the step of conducting each of the multiplicitr^ of 
transactions according to a method that comprises; 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an authorization code from the CMnsumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

-20- 
PAGE mi ' RCVD AT 2/11/2005 5:03:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:13124635001 ' DURATION (mm-ss):15-26 



02/.1 1/2005 16:13 FAX 13124635001 



BANNER & WITCOFF 



121028/035 



Amendment dated 02/1 1/2005 Api ilication No. 09/643,877 

Response to Office Action mailed OS/1 1/2004 

(3) determining whether to approve the transaction >y considering the 
authorization code; 

(4) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to ihi merchant computer 
if the transaction is qjproved; 

fulfilling the tronsaotion if th e transaction is approv e d: 

(56) charging those of the multiplicity of transactions that meet predetermined 

criteria to the consumer billing account; 

(6?) aggregating those of the multiplicity of transactions hat do no meet the 

predetermined criteria; and 

(78) upon the occurrence of a specified event charg-ng ths aggregated 

multiplicity of transactions to a consumer billing account upon he occuTT - jnoo of a 

sp e cifi e d e v e nt and incurring from a congmner billing authorit/ a processing fee 

corresponding to the multiplicity of transactions : 

wherein the billing computer does not transmit information identfying the consumer 
billing account to the merchant computer. 

60. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a multipl city of tr insacrions 
between a consumer and at least one merchant computer at a billing compute r, wherein 

the consumer, the at least one merchant computer, and the billing coriputer are 
connected together over a computer network; 

each transaction is for a product or service that the consul aer purchises using 
&em at least one merchant computer; and 

the method comprises the step of conducting each of the multiplicit;/ of 
transactions according to a method that comprises: 
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(1 ) itiitiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an authorization code from the ci-nsumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(3) determining whether to approve the transaction Dy consicering the 
authorization code; 

(4) transmitting £V)proval to conduct the transaction to th« merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

fulfilling tho tronDOOtion if th e transaction io approv e d 

(56) obtaining from the consumer billing authority a p e-authoria ation that 
permits charging a predetermined amount to the consumer billing acc ount; 
(6?) aggregating the multiplicity of transactions; and 

(7*) upon the occurrence of a specified event charging the iggregated 
multiplicity of transactions to a consumer billing account upoit - ho ooourreno e of a 
gpocifiod evont and incurring from a consumer billing authorit y a nrodtssina fee 
corresponding to the multiplicity of transactions : 

\irfierein the billing computer does not transmit information ident fying the consumer 
billing account to the merchant computer, 

61. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a multipl city of trmsactions 
between a consumer and at least one merchant computer at a billing computi r, wherein ; 

the consumer, the at least one merchant computerj and the billing coi aputer are 
connected together over a computer network; 

each transaction is for a product or service that the consujner purchises tising 
f^em at least one merchant computer; and 
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the method comprises the step of conducting each of the multiplidty of 
transactions according to a method that comprises: 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) receiving an authorization code from the consumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(3) determining v/hether to approve the transaction ;?y consicering the 
authorization code; 

(4) transmitting approval lo conduct the transaction to th( merchant computer 
if the transaction is approved; 

(5) fulfilling tho tronaaotion if th e transaction ig approv e d 

(5_€) obtaining from the consumer billing authority a p TC-authoris ation that 
permits charging a predetermined amount to the consumer billing acc ount; 

(6?) charging those of the multiplicity of transactions that meet prec etermined 
criteria to the consumer billing account; 

(7*) aggregating those of the multiplicity of transactions Mt do not meet the 
predetermined criteria; and 

(S9) upon the occxurence of a specified event, charging the aggregated 
multiplicity of transactions to a consumer billing account upon he occun e nc e of -ft 
q)QoifiQd e v e nt and incuirine from a consumer billing authoriiv a proDissine fee 
corresponding to the multiplicity, of transactions: 

wherein the billing computer does not transmit information ident fying the consumer 
billii^g account to the merchant computer. 
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62. (Withdrawn) A billing computer connected to a consumer and a merdiant 
computer by a computer network, comprising: 

a network interface for connecting to the computer network; 
a consumer billing authority interface for connecting to a consumer billing 
authority; 

a transaction memory for storing transaction information; 

an account database for storing consumer account infonnatior ; 

a comparator for determining whether to approve transactions , 

a controller for conducting a transaction including the purch ised of a ; 7roduct or 
service by charging the value of the product or service to a consumer billing act ount; and 
wherein the billing computer does not transmit information identfying the consumer 

billing account to the merchant computer and does not receive information identifying, the 

consumer billing account from the merchant computer. 

63. (Withdrawn) The billing computer of claim 62, further comprising a i>redefmed 
database containing predefined transaction descriptions. 

64. (Withdrawn) The billing computer of claim 62, further comp} ising an a. jgregation 
memory for storing previously completed transactions that are to be aggrega:ed together into one 
or more billing events for submission to the consumer billing authority. 

65. (Withdrawn) The billing computer of claim 62, wherein the controUej performs 
the steps of: 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) storing information about the transaction in the transa< tion mem- >ry; 
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(3) receiving an authorization code from the c(nsiinier indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(4) determining whether to approve the transaction using the coiiputer by 
considering the authorization code and the consumer account infonration in tt e account 
database; and 

(5) if the transaction is approved, performing the further s eps of: 

(6) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to the merchant :omputer; 

(7) fulfilling the transaction; and 

(8) communicating with the consumer billing authoity to ciarge the 
transaction to the consumer billing accoimt. 

66. (Withdrawn) The billing computer of claim 63, wherein the controUej perfomis 
the steps of: 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service base* I upon a 
prcdefmed transaction description in the predefmed database; 

(2) storing information about the transaction in the transai tion memi )ry; 

(3) receiving an authorization code from the consumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(4) determining whether to approve the transaction by consicering the 
authorization code and the consumer account infoimation in the acco ant databa ?e; and 

(5) if the transaction is approved, performing the further s :eps of: 

(6) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to the merchant computer; 

(7) fulfilling the transaction; and 
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(8) communicating with the consumer billing authoity to charge the 
transaction to the consumer billing account, 

67. (Withdrawn) The billing computer of claim 64, wherein the controllei performs 
the steps of; 

(1) initiating the transaction for the product or service; 

(2) storing information about the transaction in the transac tion memory; 

(3) receiving an authorization code from the ci-nsumer indicating 
authorization to conduct the transaction; 

(4) determining whether to approve the transaction Dy consicering the 
authorization code and the consumer account information in the acco int databaie; 

(5) if the transaction is approved, performing the steps of: 

(a) transmitting approval to conduct the transaction to the merchant computer; 

and 

(b) fulfilling the transaction; and 

wherein the controller performs the further steps of: 

(6) storing the transaction in the aggregation memory; 

(7) aggregating into an aggregate total the transaction with one or more 
previously completed transactions stored in the aggregation memory; and 

(8) communicating with the consumer billing authority to c large the 
aggregate total to the consumer billing account as one or more billing events. 

68- (Currently Amended) A method of charging for a multiplicity of online 
transactions that involve a consumer, the method comprising: 
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(a) aggregating at a billing computer a multiplicity of tran tactions th at involve 
the consumer; and 

(b) charging the aggregated multiplicity of transactions t< • a consunier billing 
account and incuTring from a consumer billing authority a processir g fee corr isponding 
to the multiplicity of transactions . 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68, wherein it z event cc mprises a 
total of the aggregated multiplicity of transactions exceeding a predetennine< i monetarj value. 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68, wherein tte event c( mprises a 
total number of the aggregated multiplicity of transactions exceeding a prede termined i umbear. 

71. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68, wherein t^ e event cc mprises a 
total time period elapsed since a transaction exceeding a predetermined time period, 

72. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, further inclu< ling deterr lining if a 
new transaction meets or exceeds a predetermined monetary value and . .ggregatin;; the new 
transaction in (a) only when the new transaction does not exceed the prec etermined monetary 
value. 
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